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The Achievement Program Provides:

• A System of Requirements For 
Demonstrating a Superior Level of 
Modeling Skill

• Incentive To Learn and Master 
Skills

• Issuance of a Certificate

• Acknowledging Your Achievement



MMR CERTIFICATES

Railroad Equipment

Master Builder – Motive Power

Master Builder –
Cars

Railroad Settings

Master Builder –
Structures

Master Builder – Scenery

Master Builder – Prototype 
Models

Engineering and Operation

Model Railroad Engineer - Civil

Model Railroad Engineer -
Electrical

Chief Dispatcher

Service to the Hobby

Association Official

Association Volunteer

Model Railroad Author

7 CERTIFICATES NEEDED, AT LEAST ONE FROM EACH OF THE FOUR CATEGORIES



HOW DO YOU EARN A CERTIFICATE?

• Must Be an NMRA Member

• Complete All Requirements of a Category

• Submit a Statement of Qualification Form (SOQ) 
With All Supporting Data, to Your Division AP 
Chairman (Paper Copies or Email) 



Category:

Master Builder
Structures



Master Builder - Structures

• Build 12 scale structures (buildings, bridges, 
factories, signal towers, oil derrick, dock, power 
line tower, crane, ship, etc.
• 6 different types
• 1 must be a bridge or trestle
• 6 must be scratch built
• Others must be super-detailed

• Earn a Merit Award (87.5 points) with 6 of the 
models via an NMRA sponsored contest or AP 
Merit Award judging.



DEFINITIONS

To be considered scratch built, a model must have been constructed by the 
applicant without the use of any commercial parts except:

Motor Gears
Drivers and wheels Couplers
Light bulbs Trucks
Bell Marker and 
classification lights
Valve gear Car brake fittings

Basic wood, metal and plastic shapes

A model is considered "scratch built" if at least 90% of the model's 
pieces/parts (other than those specifically exempted in the list above) are 
fabricated by the modeler. This is a quantitative assessment based on the 
number of pieces with no weight given to complexity. This is a separate 
determination from the scratch building score.

SCRATCH BUILT



DEFINITIONS

To be considered "Super Detailed" it is necessary that a model have 
considerably more detail of excellent quality than is usually 
expected. The quality of the detail is of more importance than is the 
quantity. The applicant may qualify with Superior Craftsman Kits 
providing that, in the opinion of the Regional AP Manager, real 
individual craftsmanship is demonstrated.

Models falling within the following categories may also be 
considered as "Super Detailed“:
Cross-kit models
Modified kit models
Parts built models
Extensively altered assembled models: e.g., to a different prototype. 
In addition such models are to have more detail.

SUPER-DETAILED






